
A Message from the Superintendent
BY KEN SLENTZ, SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

Congratulations to the BSHS Class of 2022.

Despite a number of anticipated 
challenges from the lingering impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, I could not be 
more proud of our students, staff, and 
community for how we supported and 
celebrated our students over this past 
year. Evidence of this work can be found 
in the following pages of this newsletter, 
all of which demonstrates our mantra, 
Educating Everyone Takes Everyone. 

And despite everyone being tired 
from the challenges of the year, it took 
no time for a significant number of 
our staff members to be right back 
in the schools teaching in one of our 
summer programs or being involved 
in professional learning sessions. 
Many of these sessions are focused 
on our ongoing work in curriculum 
development which sits at the heart of 
the district’s strategic plan. The logic of 
this plan remains very straightforward 
– to build a K-12 system of teaching 
and learning that can give every one of 
our students the opportunity to take 
full advantage of the many pathways 
that exist within our high school 
program so that they can graduate 
with a truly meaningful diploma. This 
accomplishment in turn opens an 
increasing number of doors for our 
graduates once they leave our hallways. 

The Board of Education is committed to 
maintaining this plan and the associated 
initiatives within it as we transition 
to our interim Superintendent, Dan 
Connor, and eventually to our new 
full time Superintendent. The Board’s 
unwavering commitment to ensuring 
that each of our students is “A Reader 
by Design” in particular will continue to 
serve our students and community well 
into the future. 

Our thanks to all of you for your ongoing 
support of this important work!

Superintendent of 
Schools Update
Superintendent of Schools Ken 
Slentz announced earlier this spring 
that after four years with the district 
he will be leaving during August 2022. 
Mr. Slentz was offered and accepted 
a position as the Superintendent of 
Schools at the Dobbs Ferry Union 
Free School District in Westchester 
County. “The Board and I understand 
this announcement is a surprise to our 
students, staff, and the community,” 
said Board of Education President Jason 
Fernau. “I want to emphasize that our 
District has a very strong leadership 
team and talented, dedicated staff. I 
want to thank Superintendent Slentz for 
all his contributions over the years, and 
I especially want to thank him for his 
commitment to student wellness and 
achievement.”

During the course of his time at Ballston 
Spa, Mr. Slentz has worked closely 
with the Board of Education and the 
administrative team to develop a 
strategic plan that is grounded in long-
range planning, strong social-emotional 

support for students (particularly 
at the elementary level), improved 
communications, and strong curriculum 
that first focuses on ensuring that 
each student is able to read and read 
well. This required an initial redesign 
of the administrative team, which 
was then able to better support the 
implementation of a number of new 
initiatives at each level of schooling. 

The Board of Education Appoints 
Interim Superintendent
The Board of Education has appointed an Interim 
Superintendent of Schools while they recruit and 
appoint a new Superintendent of Schools to serve 
the district into the future. Mr. Daniel Connor was 
subsequently selected and appointed as the Interim 
Superintendent of Schools for the 2022-23 school 
year. Mr. Connor has a wealth of public school 
experience and has served as a Superintendent in various districts since 
1987. He most recently served as Superintendent of the Goshen Central 
School District in Orange County from 2009 through 2021, and was lately 
serving as an Interim Elementary Principal in the Greater Amsterdam 
School District.
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At the elementary level, these initiatives include a new 
approach to reading and a common curriculum across all 
four schools that includes a new social-emotional curriculum. 
At the middle school level, the team continues to work 
on the implementation of the Middle Years International 
Baccalaureate program that is built upon a rigorous curriculum 
and will provide excellent learning and civic engagement 
opportunities for each of our students. At the high school 
level, with this strong foundation in place, students will then 
be ready to take advantage of the growing number of interest-
based and needs-based pathways to graduation that the team 
is continuing to develop and enhance.

“Working in Ballston Spa has truly been one of the most 
personally and professionally rewarding experiences of 
my career,” said Mr. Slentz. “While I was not pursuing other 
positions, when presented to me, this opportunity was 
something I couldn’t refuse at this point in my career.” 

The Board is committed to having as much stability, continuity, 
and progress on the District goals as possible during this 
transition period to a new permanent Superintendent. The 
Board is currently outlining the next steps in the selection 
process, including the timeline to secure a new educational 
leader for the district.

 SUPERINTENDENT UPDATE CONTINUED

District Budget and Vote Information 
Results
The Ballston Spa community approved the district’s 2022-
2023 budget proposal of $98,575,342 with 76% supporting 
the budget proposal. Voters overwhelmingly approved the 
proposition for school vehicle replacement and a proposition 
to collect funds for the Ballston Spa Public Library. Two 
candidates were elected to the Board of Education, Holly 
Barker-Flynn and Law Ryan. 

The Board of Education approved the proposed budget in 
April which represents a 3.8% increase in expenditures over 
the 2021-2022 budget. The projected tax levy is $56,248,499 
which represents a 2.46% increase over the 2021-2022 tax levy. 
The tax impact on the average home in the district assessed at 
$262,000 is projected to be $68 per year. Final tax rates will be 
determined and approved in August after the Town Assessors 
update tax rolls for their respective towns.

Phase III Facilities Improvements 
Scheduled for Summer 2022
The completion of the third phase of the District’s Phase III 
Facilities Improvement Project is on schedule for the summer 
of 2022. The projects were included in the District’s Phase III 
Facilities Improvement Bond Referendum and approved by 
the voters in October 2018. These improvements are part of 
the Board of Education’s commitment to provide safe, secure 
and productive learning environments for the coming years. 
Most of the work is being completed when buildings are less 
occupied during the summer months over a three year time 
period. Visitors to the buildings in the summer should be 
aware of the construction areas and watch for signs directing 
them to relocated offices/classrooms/programs.

Renovations of the Grove Street building at Malta Avenue 
Elementary School include reconstruction of the kitchen and 
the gymnasium, renovations to the first floor, stairwell and 
exterior courtyard. The Middle School will see renovations 
to five science classrooms, bathrooms, boys and girls locker 
rooms, and corridor locker replacements. The remaining heat 
pump replacements (HVAC) and related controls systems will 
occur at the High School. In late summer, rehabilitation of the 
fields on Ballston Avenue (in front of the Middle School) will 
begin and are scheduled for completion in late Fall.

Beyond that, the District is examining the roof of the High 
School and developing a plan for replacement of the 25 year 
old roofing materials and developing a five year facilities 
improvement plan (as required by the NYS). Information about 
the three year plan is located on the Facilities Improvement 
Project pages of the district website.

Annual Wellness Day features 
Scotties Stampede 5k, Kids’ Color 
Run and Wellness Expo
A district-wide Wellness Day focused on health and 
wellness was held during May including the running of 
the annual Ballston Spa 5k for Education Walk/Run, the 
Scotties Stampede, at the Wood Road School Complex. 
The day began with over 300 students participating in 
a free Kids’ Color Run followed by over 100 participants 
competing in the Scotties Stampede 5k. In addition 
to being a great opportunity to get outside for some 
exercise, it’s also a fundraiser for 
the Ballston Spa Partnership for 
Innovation in Education Fund. 
The Wellness Expo followed in the 
Wood Road cafeteria/gymnasium 
and offered information from 
community organizations, a free 
bike raffle, free bike helmets 
with fittings, live demonstrations 
and plenty of great giveaways 
during the event. For additional 
information please follow #BSpaWellness.
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NYS Seal of Civic Readiness 
Awarded to Graduates 
Over 190 seniors in the Ballston Spa High School 
Class of 2022 were awarded a Seal of Civic Readiness 
as part of Commencement activities in June 
(accounting for 2% of all the Seals awarded across 
NYS). The New York State Board of Regents indicates 
that civic education facilitates the development 
of civic competencies, which are needed for a 
democratic society to flourish. Through civic 
education, students learn how to identify and 
address problems in their community or school 
community (New York State Education Department).

With schools being asked to implement the Seal 
of Civic Readiness for the 2022-2023 school year, 
Ballston Spa High School was ready to move toward 
implementation during the 2021-22 school year 
based on the existing Social Studies programming. The 
district was subsequently chosen as one of only fifty districts 
statewide and only one of three districts in the Capital Region 
to receive approval to pilot the Seal of Civic Readiness.

“The fact that Ballston Spa High School was chosen as one of 
the few pilot programs across the state for the Seal of Civic 
Readiness shows what we are adamant about, that our district 
provides students with an incredible number of opportunities 
during their four years of high school,” added High School 
Principal Dr. Gianleo Duca. “The Seal allows us to recognize the 
successes our students are having and will continue to have in 
the field of Social Studies and civic engagement.”

The pilot program guided as many members of the 2022 
senior class to earn the Seal of Civic Readiness as possible. 
The New York State Education Department (NYSED) rubric 
both recognizes student achievement during their educational 
career, mostly focused on their time in high school, as well 
as apolitical experiences and tasks completed by students to 
enhance their ability to be civic ready adults.

Students earn points for their successful completion of 
the four years of core Social Studies classes required by 
NYSED. Many earn additional points for the completion of 
advanced coursework in Advanced Placement, International 
Baccalaureate, and/or College in the High School Social 
Studies classes. Students also earn points toward the Seal by 
completing various Social Studies based electives.

“The Seal of Civic Readiness is designed to help students better 
understand the governmental world in which they live in as 
non-political a way as possible,” said High School Instructional 
Teacher Leader Heather Mazurowski. “Students, regardless of 
their point of view, need to graduate from high school ready to 
be active participants in our democracy and understand the 
institutions and issues which we face.”

It is the goal of Ballston Spa High School to help each student 
have a possible pathway to earning the diploma Seal as the 
program moves from the pilot stages to full implementation in 
2022-23. The district will look to add a Middle School Capstone 
project and a High School Capstone project in future years.

Students Earn New York 
State Seal of Biliteracy
Sixty-two graduating students in the 
Ballston Spa High School Class of 2022 
recently qualified for the New York State 
Seal of Biliteracy (NYSSB) and received 
the seal on their diploma at the BSHS 
graduation ceremony in June. The NY State 
Education Department established the 
NYSSB in 2012 to recognize high school 
graduates who have attained a high 
level of proficiency in listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing in one or more 
languages, in addition to English. This is 
the sixth year the Ballston Spa High School 
has provided the opportunity for students 
to earn the NYSSB.

The NYSSB is awarded by the 
Commissioner of Education to students 
who meet criteria established by the 
Board of Regents and who attend 
schools in districts that voluntarily agree 
to participate in the program. Starting 
in 2016, the NYSSB is affixed to the 
high school diploma and transcript of 
graduating students attaining the NYSSB.

“We are very pleased for these students, 
who have completed the necessary 
components during a very difficult end to 
their high school career in order to receive 
this esteemed credential,” said Dr. Gianleo 
Duca, Principal, Ballston Spa High School. 
He continued, “These students have 
demonstrated a high level of proficiency 
in English and the World Language of 
French or Spanish. This accreditation 

is a testament to the hard work of the 
students and the teachers through five 
years of language study that will serve 
them well in college, the work force, 
and beyond.
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Teachers’ Association Presents Scholarships 
This year, the Ballston Spa Teachers’ Association is proud to 
award $6,500 in scholarships to five graduating seniors in 
two categories. The BSTA Field of Education Scholarship was 
created in 1960. The intent of this scholarship is to recognize 
and support students who plan to attend an accredited 
college or university in order to pursue a career in education 
or an education related field such as guidance, social work or 
psychology. The current amount of this scholarship award is 
a one-time payment of $1,500. This year’s recipients from the 
Class of 2022 include:

• Mary Grace Sprissler, who plans to attend Stonehill College 
to study Elementary Education.

• Olivia Scaccia, who plans to attend Temple University to 
study Secondary Education/Mathematics. 

• Emily Liberty who plans to attend SUNY Oneonta to study 
Elementary Education.

• Sophia Bucci who plans to attend SUNY Adirondack 
Community College to study Psychology.

The second scholarship is the Community Service/First 
Responder Scholarship which was created in 2018. The intent 
of this BSTA Scholarship is to recognize and support students 
who have demonstrated that they are community oriented 
and plan to attend an accredited college or university and 
enroll in a program of study with the intent to pursue a career 
related to being a First Responder. 

The applicant must have a record of service related to serving 
the community of the Ballston Spa Central School District. 
This includes service as a First Responder and/or other similar 
experience which demonstrates safety or putting the safety of 
the community first. The amount of this award is a one-time 
payment of $500. This year’s recipient is Dylan Seyboth, who 
plans to attend the New York State Fire Academy.

Congratulations to these well deserving students! Since 1960, 
through the generous donations from the active and retired 
BSTA members, the Ballston Spa Teachers’ Association has 
awarded $129,900 in scholarships to graduating students from 
Ballston Spa High School. 

BALLSTON SPA HONORS COLLEGE BOUND ATHLETES

The District’s Athletic Department recently held a recognition ceremony for 
graduating athletes who are joining a Division l or ll level college team next year. 
Student athletes honored (with sport and college) include: Gennaro DeRubertis, 
lacrosse, Limestone University; Kelly DuBois, soccer, Pace University; Brody 
Keneston, baseball, LeMoyne College; Matthew King, lacrosse, Robert Morris 
University; Andrew Kramer, baseball, Lock Haven University; Emily Robbie, 
lacrosse, The College of St. Rose; John Serina, lacrosse, Southern New Hampshire 
University; Madelyn Wania, soccer, The College of St. Rose and Olivia Winslow, 
diving, University of Rhode Island.

Interscholastic Athletics Note Achievements: 
Congratulations to all the athletes, 
their families and also a big thank you 
to their coaches. Please contact the 
BSCSD Athletic Department for more 
information at 518-884-7150.

STUDENT INTERSCHOLASTIC 
ATHLETIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
– SPRING 2022 

Six of our Ballston Spa spring athletic 
programs qualified for recognition as a 
NYSPHSAA Scholar-Athlete Team based 
on the academic accomplishments of 
129 student athletes (combined GPA of 
93.06), including Girls Track and Field, 
Boys Track and Field, Softball, Boys 
Lacrosse, Girls Lacrosse, and Boys Tennis. 
Congratulations to all!

Additional information on student 
athletes and achievements as well as 
team information is posted in the Athletic 
Department section of the district 
website or contact the BSCSD Athletic 
Department at 518-884-7150.
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Clean Technologies & 
Sustainable Industries 
ECHS Celebrates the 
Class of 2022
The Clean Technologies & Sustainable Industries 
Early College High School (ECHS) held their annual 
graduation ceremony at Hudson Valley Community 
College’s TEC-SMART facility in Malta in early June. 
The Class of 2022 celebrated the accomplishments of 
40 students from 11 area school districts including 24 
graduates who will be finishing their degree at HVCC 
in their P-TECH pathway. Families, school officials, 
faculty and staff were there to congratulate the 
Class of 2022 on another unprecedented year. The 
graduation began with a welcome from Board of Education 
President Jason Fernau of the Ballston Spa Central School 
District and Judith DiLorenzo, Vice President of Academic 
Affairs for HVCC. The graduates then had the honor of hearing 
from Assemblywoman Carrie Woerner, NYS Assembly District 
113, who shared remarks and wisdom with the Class of 2022. 
Students heard from fellow graduates, Gabriel Larocque and 
Sarah Holmes both from Ballston Spa CSD as they shared their 
congratulations and experiences with them. Camden Hart 
from Saratoga Springs SD was the Master of Ceremonies.

Following the graduation, students presented their Capstone 
projects to family, friends, school officials and staff. For more 
information on the ECHS program, please contact ECHS 
Program Coordinator, Adrienne Snow, asnow@bscsd.org.

Physical Education Leadership 
Award presented to BSMS Students 
The Middle School Physical Education staff recently 
presented students with the annual Sandy Morley PE 
Leadership Award. The Physical Education (PE) staff 
selected six eighth grade students who demonstrated 
great leadership and responsibility in the PE program, are 
respectful of others, make good decisions, value learning, are 
physically active, and have a positive influence on their peers.  
“You were nominated by the PE staff for these characteristics 
and we congratulate you on standing up for what is right, 
not what is always popular,” indicated PE Instructor Kevin 
Dayton. Further, “Please keep leading the way as you always 
have; today, tomorrow, and into the future.”

The staff gave the students certificates and t-shirts during 
a brief ceremony with other PE students and Principal 
Laszewski in attendance to celebrate their accomplishments. 
The following students are the recipients for the 2021-2022 
school year: Steven Fodera, Lucas Guest, Sean Pausley, 
Aubrey Kramer, Cooper Eldridge and Karsyn Messina. 
Congratulations to all the eighth graders and good luck at 
Ballston Spa High School.

BSHS Students recognized for 
Community Service
Ballston Spa High School (BSHS) senior Jillian Fernau was 
presented a Student Recognition Award by the Adirondack 
Area School Boards Association (AASBA) for her dedication 
to community service. She was one of 29 area seniors 
nominated by AASBA member school districts for their 
outstanding community service. The students were recently 
honored at a dinner in Lake George where they received 
a signed recognition letter from Assemblywoman Carrie 
Woerner and a monetary award.

BSHS senior Nathalie Chateauneuf was presented with a 
2022 Student Community Service Award from the Saratoga 
County School Board Association at a recent recognition 
ceremony in Clifton Park. She was one of 11 students from 
high schools throughout Saratoga County to receive the 
award for outstanding community service.

Jillian is the Valedictorian of the BSHS Class of 2022 and 
Nathalie is the Class of 2022 Salutatorian. They have 
both excelled academically and have earned a Regents 
Diploma with Advanced Designation and Honors with 
Mastery in Mathematics and Science. They received their 
diplomas, along with close to 300 classmates, at the annual 
commencement ceremonies on June 23, 2022 in the Saratoga 
Performing Arts Center.
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Music Department Receives National 
Recognition
The district has 
been honored 
with the Best 
Communities for 
Music Education 
designation 
from The NAMM 
Foundation for 
its outstanding 
commitment to 
music education. 
Ballston Spa is one of the 
4% of public school districts 
across the nation receiving 
the prestigious award in 
2022. The district has now 
received the recognition for 
six consecutive years, 
starting in 2017. The Best 
Communities for Music 
Education designation is 
awarded to districts that 
demonstrate outstanding achievement in efforts to provide 
music access and education to all students.

“For anyone who has attended any of our musical 
performances including our dramatic productions, I believe it 
is clear that the power of music and music education simply 
cannot be overstated. Exposing our students to multiple 
opportunities within our music program can only enhance their 
overall school experience and their individual lives,” said Ken 
Slentz, Superintendent of Schools. “This recognition continues 
to be a testament to the support that our community, our 
Board of Education, and our staff continue to provide to these 
programs while also seeking to improve our offerings.”

This award recognizes that Ballston Spa is leading the way 
with music learning opportunities as outlined in the federal 
education legislation, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). 
The district annually celebrates Music In Our Schools month 
during March with several special events, including an annual 
Pops Concert for the school community and acknowledging 
students who have performed in state and regional honors 
groups at a Board of Education meeting. 

“We are honored to receive this designation for our sixth 
year in a row. This is a testament to the commitment and 
dedication of our music staff, administration, our recently 
formed Friends of Music support group and the community to 
provide high quality music education and opportunities for all 
of our students,” indicated Brian Retersdorf, BSCSD K-12 Music 
Coordinator. 

The district extends congratulations to all the students, staff 
and families involved in the Ballston Spa music community. 
Additional information about the music programs in the 
Ballston Spa schools is available on the department’s webpages 
via www.bscsd.org or call 518-884-7150.

Morley Literacy Award Presented 
to Students 
Ballston Spa fifth grade 
students were recently 
recognized at annual 
5th Grade Moving-Up 
ceremonies at their 
elementary schools 
before the summer break. 
One student at each 
school was presented with 
the Maurice “Christopher” Morley Literacy Award. This 
award was created in Mr. Morley’s name and is awarded 
to one student from each elementary school who is 
moving up to the Middle School and has demonstrated 
exceptional determination and perseverance on the road 
to literacy. The award includes a recognition certificate 
along with a gift certificate to a local bookstore. Mr. 
Morley who was born in April of 1922 struggled his entire 
life due to dyslexia. To his credit, Mr. Morley proudly 
donned a cap and gown to receive his Ballston Spa High 
School diploma some 60 years after his peers.

The 2022 award recipients include Maci Salton from 
Milton Terrace Elementary, Kieran Whittemore from 
Gordon Creek Elementary (shown in photo with teachers), 
Leona Tugwell from Wood Road Elementary, and Sama 
Abdellatif from Malta Avenue Elementary. The award 
is supported by the Rotary Club of Ballston Spa and is 
presented annually by each elementary school principal. 

Scotties BackPack Program Continues 
to Grow 
Since 2017 the district, 
in collaboration with the 
Regional Food Bank of 
Northeastern NY, has 
offered the Scotties 
BackPack program. 
Operating in all elementary 
buildings, the program 
provides easy-to-prepare 
food for the weekend to students who may otherwise go 
without. When started in 2017, 30 Ballston Spa students 
received weekend meals and for the 2021-2022 school year 
nearly 190 elementary students benefited from the program. 
The cost for one student for the school year is $183. Revenue 
to support the program is raised entirely by individual and 
corporate donations as well as any available grant sources. 

BSHS Class of 2022 President Jillian Fernau, shown with Vice 
President Paige Dubiac, presented the district with a gift 
of $1,031.88 for the Scotties BackPack Program. Additional 
supporters of the program for the 2021-22 school year include 
The Rotary Club of Ballston Spa, the Ballston Spa Elks Lodge 
#2619, TCT Federal Credit Union, Nourish Designs, Applied 
Materials, and Arnoff Moving & Storage. Individual and 
corporate sponsorships are always welcome! For a link to 
donate online visit www.bscsd.org/backpack. 
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Educators Awarded 
Spring 2022 Grants
The Ballston Spa Education Foundation 
(BSEF) recently presented two grants 
to educators in the Ballston Spa 
Central School District for educational 
enrichment projects in the district. The 
Spring 2022 Grants totaled $1,173.52 
and included the following awards: 
$600 awarded to Gina Ralston, Reading 
Teacher at Gordon Creek Elementary, 
to purchase books for a classroom 
reading library and $573.52 was 
awarded to Jennifer McGuinness, 8th 
grade English Teacher at Ballston Spa 
Middle School for BreakoutEDU content-
based escape kits. 

Ballston Spa Education Foundation 
is currently celebrating its 25th 
anniversary. Since its inception, BSEF 
has funded nearly a half million dollars 
in enrichment grants to the school 
district. BSEF is a non-profit 501(c)
(3) organization with an all-volunteer 
board made up of community members 
whose mission is to raise and distribute 
resources for educational enrichment 
opportunities outside the realm of the 
daily operational needs of the Ballston 
Spa Central School District. For more 
information on supporting BSEF or 
joining the Board, please contact the 
BSEF at P.O. Box 276, Ballston Spa, 
NY 12020, or visit the website at  
www.bspaedfoundation.com.

Physics Instructor 
Honored by Clarkson 
University
Ballston Spa High School faculty 
member James Poirier was selected 
to receive the Clarkson University 
Inspirational Educator Award by 
members of the senior class. He was 
nominated by former student Julia 
Barnum, a senior chemical engineering 
major at Clarkson. “I would not have 

been in the place I am today if I hadn’t 
taken AP physics with Mr. Poirier. He 
created a culture in the classroom 
that made students WANT to learn 
and INTRIGUED by the material,” said 
Barnum in nominating Poirier.“ His 
passion for physics rubbed off on all the 
students and he used the curriculum to 
show how physics surrounds us all in 
real-life applications. I cannot thank Mr. 
P enough for supporting our ambitions, 
truly listening to students, and 
understanding how everyday life can 
affect how we learn in the classroom. 
I would not be where I am today 
without his dedication to our school 
community.” Award winners were 
honored for their dedication to students 
and the science program during the 
college’s annual commencement 
weekend in May.

WSWHE BOCES School 
Library System “Rising 
Star” Librarian
Ballston Spa School Librarian, Maureen 
Rudolph, was named a School Library 
System “Rising Star” Librarian in 
May. She was chosen because of the 
leadership she shows in the school 
library as well as the larger library field. 
After working as a newspaper editor 
and a marketing/technical writer for 
a software company she joined the 
district in 2019 and works with the 
students and staff in grades K-5 at 
Malta Avenue Elementary School.

High School Faculty 
Member Chosen for 
Summer Workshop
The National Council for History 
Education (NCHE) is delighted to 
announce that Shannon Hansen was 
selected to participate in its 2022 
National Endowment for the Humanities 
(NEH) Landmarks of American History 
Workshop, “The Space Age on the 
Space Coast.” Mrs. Hansen was selected 
from a nationwide applicant pool to 
attend the one-week program, held at 
the Astronaut Memorial Foundation 
at the Kennedy Space Center where 
participants explore the technological, 
political, social, and environmental 
history of Florida’s Space Coast. “I 
am looking forward to working in 
an interdisciplinary environment to 
develop curriculum where science 

connects to history, the quest for 
inclusion, international cooperation, 
development of technology and 
contributions to humankind,” indicated 
Shannon Hansen.

Since 1990, NCHE has worked to 
promote excellence in K-12 and 
college-level history education. The 
organization supports the teaching, 
learning, and appreciation of diverse 
histories through advocacy, sponsoring 
workshops that connect teachers and 
professors, and by producing resources 
for classroom use. NCHE is offering this 
workshop with funding from the NEH, a 
federal agency that supports research 
and learning in history and other areas 
of the humanities.

BSCSD Staff Earn the 
Trophy in Bike to Work 
Challenge
Congratulations to the Ballston Spa CSD 
team on winning the Largest Team in 
Saratoga County trophy for the 2022 
Bike to Work Challenge! The district 
team is now the lucky stewards of 
the trophy for the year until the next 
Challenge, at which time the team can 
defend its title or pass the trophy to 
a new winner. Get ready to join in the 
fun and participate in the 2023 Bike to 
Work Challenge.

District Recognizes 
2021-2022 Staff 
Retirements:
The district would like to recognize 
the retirement of staff members who 
retired during the past school year. 
The dedication and service that they 
brought to the district during their 
collective 514+ years of service will 
definitely be missed. Please join us in 
thanking them all for their commitment 
to the students of Ballston Spa during 
their many years of service, including 
Naomi Barnwell, Susan Bissell, 
Jennifer Brogan, Cori Canode, Bradley 
Chmielewski, Susan Cinella, Barbara 
Cook, Sherry Demers, Patricia Dillon, 
Andrew Greenwald, Clifford Grupe, 
Thomas Hemans, Lynn Hudson, 
Susan Kosinski, Rose Kumpel, Nancy 
Mathewson, Tamara McCarthy, Brian 
Merchant, Alison Paley, Lori Stewart, 
Mary Stodgell, Sonya Summersell, 
Doriann VanLiew and Cynthia VanWyk.
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Upcoming Events
August
3 Board of Education Meeting, BSMS Library, 7pm

17 Board of Education Meeting, BSHS Library, 7pm

22 High School Sports Begin

29 Modified Sports Begin

31 Superintendent Conference Day – Staff only

September
1 Superintendent Conference Day – Staff only

6 Classes Begin K-12 for the 2022-23 school year

7 Board of Education Meeting, BSHS Library, 7pm

Please check www.bscsd.org for the latest 
info, or call the appropriate school office. 
Also, follow the district on Twitter @BSCSD, 
FaceBook @BallstonSpaCSD or Instagram @
BallstonSpaCSD for updates and information.

Summer Meals Provided FREE for students
The district is providing FREE breakfast and lunch meals for all of our students K-12 
over the summer break. On Mondays the district is providing two days of food (two 
breakfast and two lunch meals) and on Wednesdays the district provides three 
days of meals (three breakfast and three lunch meals). Families just need to visit 
the pickup location at Wood Road Elementary School (West High Street/Rt 67) on 
Mondays and Wednesdays between the hours of 10:30am and 1:00pm.

Kindergarten Student Registration
If you have a child who will be entering Kindergarten this September and you have 
not been in touch with the BSCSD Registration Office, please call 518-602-0256 to 
register your student or via email at akavanaugh@bscsd.org. A final Kindergarten 
screening is scheduled for the month of August.

School Bus Driver Opportunities
The Transportation Department has ongoing openings for school bus drivers. The 
positions are ideal for parents of school-aged children or retired people who are 
looking for extra income. No prior experience is necessary. Please visit the website 
for more information at www.bscsd.org/Page/279 or contact the Transportation 
Department at 518-884-7140.

Produced in cooperation with the Capital Region 
BOCES Communications Service.
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